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Rationale»— Both niral and urban areas reflect the changing con¬
ditions in the educational scheme and social order* This makes em¬
phatic the need for appraisal of our educational system. Educators are
cognizant of the fact that the school has an interest in and a responsi¬
bility for the adjustment of the out-of-school youth, as well as for
those still in school. Too much emphasis cannot be placed upon the
necessity of studying each individual in order that the school may meet
the needs of the individual and the demands of society.
The success of the school depends greatly upon the type of program
that it offers. A program that provides for the interests, abilities
and needs of every youth is one that should be desired and put into
action.
The success of a school, then, may be determined by examining its
products. The school may ascertain the cause of its school-leavers by
evaluating its curriculum, instructional service and guidance practices
in light of findings by the records of drop-outs, and make necessary
changes and modifications.
Further, the extent of the phenomenon of the "drop-outs" poses a
grave, ja*oblem in the endeavor of the American school to provide an opti¬
mum educatiye experience for the children and youth in our democratic
way of life which places such a high premium upon an enlighted elector¬
ate and a participatory citizeiury.
It might well be asked, if the extent of the "drop-outs" in a school
1
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unit or a school system is not a valid index of the degree to which the
American educational program is not fulfilling its major objective of
providing an equal opportunity for the fullest grovrth and development of
all the children and youth of the nation?
Therefore, as a result of daily contact with laymen, students, and
teachers of Washington County, Georgia, the writer is aware of the need
for the reduction in the number of so many "drop-outs." It is with
this point-of-view that this research was evolved.
Statement of the Problem.— The problem involved in this research
was to ascertain the status of the drop-outs, as indicated by pupils
enrolled in the ten elementary schools and one high school of Washington
County, Georgia for the school year of 1952-1953# for the purpose of
offering suggestions and recommendations for reducing the niamber of
drop-outs in the schools to be studied.
Pxirpose of the Study.— The major purpose of this study was to de¬
termine the extent of the "drop-outs" as identified by the records of
the ten elementary schools and one high school in Washington County,
Georgia, for the school year of 1952-1953•
More specifically, the purposes may be characterized as follows:
1. To determine the number and sex of the drop-outs in the se¬
lected schools in Washington County, Georgia, 1952-1953•
2. To determine the per cent of drop-outs in the schools qX Wash¬
ington County during the respective periods or months of the
school year of 1952-1953*
3. To determine the specific reasons for the drop-outs in the
schools of Washington County, Georgia, 1952-1953*
k» To determine the extent of participation in school and community
3
activities of dro|M-outs in the schools of Washington County,
Georgia.
5. To determine the socio-economic background of the drop-outs in
the schools of Washington Coimty, Georgia, 19^2-1953.
6. To determine the extent to which these pupils were given any
guidance (vocational, educational) during their experiences in
the schools of Washington County.
7. To determine the per cent of drop-outs in the schools of Wash¬
ington County, Georgia due to the non-promotioii of these drop¬
outs under study for 1952-1953.
8. To formulate, if possible, educational iii5)lications pertinent
to the problem of "drop-outs” in the schools of Washington
County as based upon an analysis and interpretation of data se¬
cured.
Definition of Terms.— Significant terms udiich wi3J. be used through¬
out this study are defined below:
1. School-Leavers refer to those persons who are enrolled in school
and emerge as graduates or drop-outs.
2. Drop-Outs refer to pupils enrolled in school during the school
term and stop attending school before the end of the school term.
Locale of Study.— This study was conducted in Washington County,
Georgia during the 1953-195U school ■term.
Washington County is located in the ekst central section of the
State of Georgia. Its chief occupations are farming, saw milling and
the Kaolin industry. The United States Census for 1950 lists the popu¬
lation of the County as 21,08l, and 12,6U9 of this number are Negroes.
The census further states that there are 2,180 farms and 7ii per cent of
u
the farms are operated by tenants.
Method of Research.— The Normative-Survey Method of research, em¬
ploying the techniques of the questionnaire, interview, and official
records, was used to gather the data for this study* The Normative-Sur¬
vey Method was used because it seeks to answer the ^estions regarding
the real facts concerning the existing conditions. Such information
c£in be used as a guide in formulating policies and working out plans
for development in the immediate future.
Subject and Materials.-— The subjects and materials used in this
study were as follows:
1. The subjects involved in this study were the pupils enrolled in
the ten elementary and one high schools of Washington County,
Georgia who were dropped from the school registers during the
1952-1953 school termj the teachers in the selected schools;
and the parents of those students who are the primary concern
of this research.
2. The instruments used in collecting the necessary data were as
follows:
a. A two-fold questionnaire specifically designed to collect
data pertinent to the socio-economic backgrounds and the
attitudes towards school of the pupils who had dropped out
and similar data concerning their parents,b.. Records of the Visiting Teacher of Washington County,
c. Registers and evaluations of the teachers in the schools,
d. Interviews with the drop-outs themselves, their teachers,
and the families of the drop-outs.
Procedure.— The procedural steps en^iloyed in this study were as
5
follows:
!• A review of pertinent related literature was made.
2, A two-fold questionnaire specifically designed to meet the needs
of this research was constructed and validated under the direc¬
tion and with the cocper^tiye endeavor of faculty members of the
School of Education, Atlanta University, Atlanta, Georgia,
3* Conferences were held with teachers so that the necessary data
would be obtained with efficiency.
U* Questionnaires were mailed as well as passed out to pupils and
parents who were concerned in this research.
Interviews were conducted with pupils, parents, and teachers in
an effort also to aid in getting the necessary data. These in¬
terviews were designed to furnish additional data as a check on
the authenticity of the questionnaire,
6, In six weeks’ time, four hundred and twenty of the five hundred
questionnaires were returned,
7, The data as given on the questionnaires as well as additional
data from the reports and records of teachers and the County
School Superintendent were organized, analyzed and presented in
tabular and expository form,
8, Finding, inplications, conclusions and recommendations were de¬
rived from the analysis and interpretation of data.
Related Literature,— The Related Literature reviewed for this re¬
search as sumaarized and organized for inclusion in the written thesis-
copy is presented below under the captions: "drop-outs," "school-Leavers"
and "withdrawals,"
Most of the studies in this area have been concerned with the problem
6
of the "holding-power" of the school and measures to be taken to in¬
crease this "holding-power,"
In the main, the studies revealed that drop-outs as a whole do not
va^ ^^J^^^eafons for withdrawing from schoolj the many reasons'
^ ‘.■■■J V'^
* '-"S . ■■
. '
given in a3JL of the studies may be found in the enumeration which fol¬
lows?
1. Preferred work to school.
2. Was not interested in school work.
3. Needed money to buy clothes and help at home.
k» Wanted spending money.
Disliked a certain subject,
6, Disliked a certain teacher,
7, Gould not learn in school and was discouraged,
8. Friends had left school.
9. Ill health,
10, Parents wanted youth to leave school,
11, Reached the maximum conqpulsory school age,
12, School failures.
Much is being done in the direction of gaining the understanding of
the "drop-out problem," and this is the first step toward finding solu¬
tions, Dr, Harold Dillon, under the auspices pf the National Child
Labor Gommittee made a pioneer study of 1300 School Leavers,^
This study of 1300 early school-l6f.^rs is an effort to find out why
so many boys and girls leave school for employment before they complete
National Child Labor Committee, Early School Leavers (New York,
October, 19U9), pp» 82-8U,
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their liigh school course* The study was undertaken in the belief that
when the causes are understood, preventive measures can be developed.
If school leaving is due to financial difficulties, this can be reme¬
died througb 'inBaiures to prp^de adequate pro^ain of student aid. If
it is due to lack of iiiberest in the school, this, too, can be remedied
through changes in school programs to make them mean more to more stu¬
dents*^
It was deemed important to consider the starting of counseling at
lower grade levels so that service is available when children's pro¬
blems begin to be evident instead of being postponed to some later date
when counseling might be less effective* To what extent the school is
aware that a student is coiiten^jlating leaving school and how much it
does about it before withdrawal actually takes place are important as-
2
pects of the school leaving problem*
Syn^Jtoms of vulnerability to early school leaving are:
1* Fairly consistent regression in scholarship from elementary to
junior to senior high school*
2* Frequent grade fail\ires in the elementary school*
3* High frequency of grade or subject failure in the junior and
high school,
h* M^ked regression in attendance from elementary to junior or
senior high school*
5*i Frequent transfers from one school to ano-Oier,
Y
National Child Labor Committee, Early School Leavers (New York,




6. Evidence of a feeling of inseciirity or ’’lack of belonging" in
7. Marked lack of interest in school work.^
The problem of "why pupils drop out of school" was investigated by
the Work Conference on Life Adjustment in Education which met in Chicago
in 19^0 under the direction of the TJ, S. Commissioner of Education, Earl
J. McGrath. The theme of this conference was "why do boys and girls
2
drop out of school and what can be done about it?"
The deliberations of the conference indicated that it is apparent
that most schools are at present reducing drop-outs by such measures as
eliminating hidden tuition costs, developing flexible promotion prac¬
tices, e3q)erimenting ?d.th vocational programs for semi-skilled jobs, and
extending participation in school activities so that all youth develop a
sense of belonging,-'
The chief reasons given by drop-outs for leaving school werei
1, Reasons relating to school
2• Financial reasons
3. Personal reasons
This committee en^jhasized these points as listed:
1, The cuiriculum influences the school's holding power,
2, Adequate pupil personnel services are required.
3, Mobilizing the staff, pupils, parents and lay citizens in
^ ^ . ---
Mat$6nal Child Labor ee, Ejarly glhool Leavers, New York l6.
New Torki October,'19ij.9j ^ , 82,
2
U, S, Office of Education, Federal Security Agency, Why Do Boys and
Girls Drop Out of School, and THhat Can We Do About It? Washington, D, C.:




carrying out a program to reduce the number of school drop¬
outs.^
The Work Conference on Life Adjustment Education convened again in
Februaiy 195l» At this time the purpose was to clarify and refine re¬
search proposals for schools in large cities leading to in^iroved hold¬
ing power sBld pupil adjustment. Some of the present programs for in¬
creasing the holding power of the school as well as for fostering the
personal and social adjustment of pupils were:
1. Special classes for low ability groups.
2. Over-all guidance program stressing pupil interviews.
3. A summary statement of syn5)toms which create drop-outs, what
the Chicago schools are doing to deal with these symptoms, and
what the Chicago schools should be doing to deal with the synp-
toms.
U. Reading development classes.
5. Workshops with teachers and principals, some aspects of which
deal with the drop-out problems.
6. In-service program for counselors.
7. Speech correction work.
8. Special schools for physically handicapped children throu^
grade 12 with guidance and placement program.
9. Remedial readiog groups.10.Guidance committee considerations of need for special emphasis
1
U. S. Office of Education, Federal Security Agency, Why Do Boys
and Girls Drop Out of School, and What can We Do About It? Washin^on,
D. C.: Supt. of Documents, ^vt. Printing Office, 19^0.
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on drop-out problem.^
In X9h9 the State of New York recognized the heavy percentage of
drop-outs in high school when Commissioner Francis F. Spaulding pro¬
posed a Readjxistment of High School Education Program. At that time
his opening statement was that the sdiools do not serve "all the chil¬
dren of all the people." He also said, ’’Half of those who enter high
2
school as ninth graders are never graduated."
This particular group felt that although the school, like other in¬
stitutions, may be tardy in meeting social goals, that unless it ad¬
justs to the changes in5)licit in o\ir changing civilization and provides
more adequately for the needs of the individual and society, it will
lose its value and be replaced sooner or later by another institution.
Further, the Commission felt that although a high school retains
only half of its adolescent population through graduation, regardless
of how well it serves the other half that remain, it must focus its
attention on the drop-out problem.
Again, the New York Commission in emphasizing the concern of all
groups about the problem of drop-outs pointed out the need of concerted
effort on the part of parents, members of boards of education, superin¬
tendents of schools, principals, teachers and pupils is paramount in
order to build a strong pupil-retention attitude. Here, the entire com¬
munity is conscious of the need for an in5)lication of growth and
IT. S. Office of Education, Federal Security Agency, Improving
School Holding Power. Washington, D. C.J Supt. of Documents, Govt,
t’rinting Office, 19$0.
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New York State Education Department. Improvement of Holding Power
Through A Continuous Study of Youth In School. University of State of
New York Press, 19^2.
development of our democratic ideal*^
In another section of its report the Commission pointed out that it
felt that each school should know of its holding power. The school
should know whether the pupils drop out discouraged and frustrated or
remain in school because of a program of guidance which is warmly sym-
2
pathetic to the peculiar needs of all youth.
The role of pupil-teacher relationship in the problem of drop-outs
was focused upon by the Commission when it pointed out that the teacher
holds the key. Drop-outs have pointed out that more personal contacts
with the teacher might have encouraged them to remain in school. The
drop-out who lacks a sense of achievement, or the one who is troubled
with his lack of general progress in school, can be helped more by a
•a
teacher perhaps than by any other person.-^
The failure to recognize in this program that the individual differ¬
ences of pupils is a source of School-leavers was set forth by the Ccan-
mission when it pointed out that the assumption that the individual
needs of all are identical with the societal needs is false and dangerous.
Individual differences must be considered. The school program deficient
in specialized areas for meeting individual needs does not offer equal
educational opportunity for all youth. Such a program forces the with¬
drawal of many youth,^
- ^ ^ /
New York State Education Department. Improvement of Holding Power
Through A Continuous Study of Youth in School. Mbany, New York: Uni¬
versity of State of liew York Press, 19^2.
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Lastly, the Coimnission indicated that the great source or sources
of drop-outs might be in the school's organizational pattern and pro¬
cedures when it concluded that diplcmia requirements, standards, marking
systems, promoting policies, all too often are inconsistent with the
school's professed policy of education. Therefore, many a pupil is
forced out of school.^
The drop-out problem as indicated by the study "Special Services
For The Drop-Out and the Potential Drop-Out" which was made by Warren
K« Layton may be characterized as follows:
1. No high school with a serious sense of its responsibilities for
youth and with an understanding of its purpose and functions to¬
day ?rill deny that limitations of its program or services are
the causes of many withdrawals.
2. The home and the community are interested in the effects of the
drop-out problem whether or not they are concerned with the
cause.
3. The first step toward finding solutions of the drop-out problem
is to make serious efforts to gain understanding of the problem.
U. Students feel the need of a more functional type of education
to help them make a living. It is desirable that both the stu¬
dents' educational and vocational planning and the curriculum
planning on the part of the hi^ school should take on greater
significepce.
5. Counseling service for out-of-school youth, apart from the high
_
New York State Education Department. Improvement of Holding Power
Through A Continuous Study of Youth In School. University of State of
New York Press, 19^2.
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school is much needed to serve the actual drop-out.
6. A community guidance agency should he available and provide
counseling for the drop-out, on a gratis basis, if such is
possible. The emphasis here should be placed upon job oppor¬
tunities.
7. Adult education, particularly the evening school program offers
valuable service to drop-outs. This makes possible the comple¬
tion of high school education and also serves to increase the
public’s occupational competency, -while earning a living.
8. In the elementary school there is a need for the development of
a technique of observation which might aid in the identification
of the potential drop-out at an early age.
Newspapers and magazines have for several years discussed the drop¬
out problem. The Atlanta Constitution has fo3J.owed this trend of
thought in the editorial, ’Hfhy Do They Jguit School?” as -written by Editor
Ralph McGill. Using the captions "Failures” and "Citizenship,” he relates
the following concerning "Failures:"
In that planning must be some solution of the "quitting student"
problem. Last week, peaking at the 80th Annual Convention of
School Administrators, Dr. Herman L. Shibler, Indianapolis, declared
this annual, huge crop "quitting students" was not merely "economi¬
cally wasteful" but "endangered the American Way of Life."
The cold, harsh fact is that the national average reveals that
only 20 of each 100 who annually enter the freshman class receive
diplomas.
Dr. Shilbler urged development of "guidance" programs. Indian¬
apolis, where he is Superintendent, has established centers for
slow learners as well as fpr the gifted or mentally superior child.
"The studies made in Incd.ahapolis have shown that the chance
for a person who drops out of school -with one year or less of high
1
Layton, Warren K. Social Services for the Drop-Out and the Poten¬
tial Drop-Out. National Child Labor Committee, New York, 19^2.
school work is one-to-twenty-five that he will be able to retain
his first job more than two years, if he is able to find one at
all,” Dr. Shibler said. ”The chance for a person who drops out
of school upon graduation from high school is one in four that
he will be able to secure, without difficulty, his first job and
be able to retain it for more than two years,
Speaking of ’’Citizenship,” Editor McGill points out:
The importance of teaching citizenship to the nation's 30,000,
000 children cannot be underestimated. The apathy of the voting
adultsj the lack of interest in national and political affairs,
as well as local, all stem from early training and education.
Children from homes where they have a feeling of security and
affection, in general, do better than those from homes where
little attention is paid childrenj and where there is inadequate
supervision, encoiiragement, and affection. This esqplains the
second factor. Most frequent reason given for quitting is,
"Didn't like the teacher,”
In most instances, examination of this answer reveals the
child who quit with that explanation had no home help; was in-
secured and troubled at homej had no one to whom to turn; and
was often bewildered and lonely, and unable to keep pace with
other children. The teacher, heavily loaded, unaware of the
backgrounds of the many pupils, cannot give individual guidance.
We do need more guidance—^more planning—more recognition of
the demands of education and of the fact that education under-
girds our way of Idfe,^
Related studies in this area of research have recently been made by
graduates of Atlanta University's School of Education. These studies
placed emphasis upon the graduates and non-graduates of high school,
Williams'^ study presented the following significant conclusions as re¬
lated to the non-graduates:
1, The majority of students included in this study terminated
■1
McGill, Rai^Jh, "Why D© They Quit School?" The Atlanta Constitu¬




Williams, Samuel J., "A Study To Determine The Differences, If Any,
Between The Graduates and Non-Graduates of The Washington High School
In Cairo, Georgia, On A Certain Number of Selected Factors,” Unpublish¬
ed M, A. Thesis, School of Education, Atlanta University, 195l»
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their education while in the eighth grade or after completing
the eighth grade requirements*
2, The number of ”drop-outs’' decreased each year from the first
year to almost zero in the last year of school*
3» The statistical measures show that the mean "school marks" of
the non-graduate group were only two percentage points below
the passing mark of seventyj and seem to indicate that more
of the group possessed the ability to profit by further learning
had they remained in school*
A little more than two-thirds of the non-graduate group termi¬
nated their education while in the eighth grade or after com¬
pleting the ei^th grade*
Further, Williams^ makes certain recommendations for the improved
efficiency and greater holding power of the schools
1* Greater effort shoxild be made on part of the school’s staff to
try to discover the interests and abilities of the individual
pupil*
2, A broader and more diversified program of extra-curricula activi¬
ties should definitely be enqjhasized and practiced throughout
the entire school system*
Freeman’s^ Study in 1952 presented these conclusions:
1
TITilliams, Samuel J., "A Study To Determine The Differences, If Any,
Between The Graduates and Non-Ch^uates, of The Washin^on Hi^ School
In Cairo, Georgia, On A Certain llumber of Selected Factors %" Unpublish¬
ed M, A. Thesis, School of Education, Atlanta University, 1951*
2
Freonan, Nancy L., "A Study To Determine The Differences, If Any,
Between The Graduates and Non-Graduates Of The Langston High School in
Hot Springs, Arkansas, On A Certain Number of Selected Factors." Un¬
published M. A* Thesis, School of Education, Atlanta University, Atlanta,
Georgia, 1952*
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1. Non-graduates or students who drop out of school tend to be
older than graduate students who successfully complete their
high school careers.
2. Average attendance per se was not or is not a predominant
factor in the elimination of students from school.
3. Of the five subject-matter fields, the graduate students were
superior to the non-graduate students in three areas which
would point to the conclusion that successful school achieve¬
ment was not the predominant factor in the elimination of stu¬
dents from school.
Morgan^ presented these findings in his research;
1. The majority of students included in his study terminated their
formal education while in the ei^th grade or after completing
the eighth grade.
2. Students who dropped out of school did not re-enter, therefore,
it would appear valid to assiire that the "drop-outs" of the
Cedar Hill High School are not being adequately seinred by the
school.
Recommendations by Morgan^ are stated thusly;
1, Future follow-up studies of students at Cedar Hill High School
should be conducted, but these studies should enqphasize the '
more important but subtle factors of the socio-economic
^ ^
Morgan, Morris-H.,> "A Study <Po Determine The Differences, If Any,
Between The Graduates and Non-Graduates of The Cedar Hill High School
In Cedartown, Georgia, On A Certain Number of Selected Areas." Un¬




background of students and the psychological climate of stu¬
dents as they affect school achievement and school continuance.
2, A greater emphasis should be placed upyon the overall improve¬
ment of the teachers' effectiveness throughout the school in
order that those students who will become graduates and those
who will be eliminated along the way toward graduation will
have equal opportunity for successful achievement.
Summary of Related Literature.— The related literature ■used in
this research is summarized below.
1. Authorities reveal that similar reasons were given for •with¬
drawing from school. The reasons are;
a. Preferred work to school.
b. Was not interested in school work.
c. Needed money to buy clothes and help at home.
d. Wanted spending money.
e. Disliked a certain subject.
f. Disliked a certain teacher.
g. Could not learn in school and was discouraged.
h. Friends had left school.
i. Ill health.
j. Parents wanted youth to leave school.
k. Beached the maximum compulsory school age.
"1.5 School.failures. V
2. Work Conference on Life Adjustment in Education which met in
Chicago in 19^0 and 1951 under U. S. Commissioner of Education,
Earl J. McGrath had as its chief purpose the psromotion of pro¬
grams for increasing the holding power of the school and
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fostering personal and social adjustments of pupils. Some of
these programs were:
a* Special classes for low ability groups,
b. Over-all guidance program stressing pupil interviews,
c* A S'ffinmary statement of syngjtoms which create drop-outs,
what the Chicago schools are doing to deal with these
symptoms, and what the Chicago schools should be doing to
deal with the sjsnptoms.
d. Reading development classes.
e. Workshops with teachers and principals, some aspects of
which deal with the drop-out problems.
f. In-service program for counselors.
g. Speech correction work.
h. Special schools for physically handicapped children through
grade 12 with guidance and placement program.
i. Remedial reading groups.
j. Guidance committee considerations of need for special em¬
phasis on drop-out problem.
3. The New York State Department of Education recognized the heavy
percentage of drop-outs in high school and proposed a Readjust¬
ment of High School Education Program. Eai^jhasis was placed
upon the concern of all groups about the problem of drop-outs
and pointed out the need of concerted effoi*t oA the part of
parents, members of boards of education. Superintendents of
schools, principals, teachers and pupils is paramount in order
to build a strong pupil-retention attitude.
U. "Special Services for the Drop-Out and the Potential Drop-Out"
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as indicated in this study include the following:
a. Counseling service for out-of-school youth.
b. Adult education, particularly the evening school program
which offers valuable service to drop-outs.
c. In the elementary school there is a need for development of
a technifoe of observation which might aid in the identifi¬
cation of the potential drop-out at an early age*
5. Related studies with emphasis on graduates and non-graduates
present these conclusions:
a* The majority of students included in the studies terminated
their formal education while in the eighth grade or after
completing the eighth grade.
b. Follow-up studies should be conducted and should emphasize
the more important but subtle factors of the socio-eco¬
nomic background of pupils and the psychological climate of
students as they affect school achievement and school con¬
tinuance.
c. Greater enphasis should be placed upon the overall improve¬
ment of the teachers’ effectiveness in order that those stu¬
dents will become graduates and those who wiAl be eliminated
along the way toward graduation will have equal opportunity
for sucoessfui achievement.
CHAPTER II
PRESENTATION AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA
Pr^ator^ Stat^ient— The analysis and inteipretation of the data
to be presented in Idiis chapter have been deidved from four maj or
sources, to wit: (a) the data cohoerned. with thfe responses of the with¬
drawal pupils to the questionnaire-itemsj (b) the data concerned with
the responses of the parents to the questionnaire-iternsj (c) the data
derived from interviews held with parents, pupils, and citizens j and
(d) the data taken from the official records in the Superintendent's
office which supplemented and authenticated the other data.
This chapter has for its major purpose the presentation of the
findings of this research which has dealt with the problem of the drop¬
out students in the public schools of Washington County, Georgia for
the school year, 19^2-1953*
Distribution of the Enrollment in the Elementary Public Schools in
Washington County, Georgia, 1952-1953*-” Table 1 presents the data on
the distribution of the enrollment in ten elementary schools of Wash¬
ington County, Georgia, 19^2-1953*
Table 1 reveals that there were 890 or U9*23 per cent boys and 918
or 50.77 per cent girls for a total of 1808 pupils enrolled in the ele¬
mentary schools of Washington Comty for the sc^ol y^ar of 1952-1953.
Further, Table 1 shows that 60 or 6.7U pdr cent of the boys and 99
or 10.78 per cent of the girls were enrolled in the 7th grade, showing




DISTRIBUTION OF THE ENROLLMENT IN TEN ELEMENTARY PUBLIC
SCHOOLS OF WASHINGTON COUNTY, GEORGIA, 1952-19^3
Boys Girls Total
Grade Number Per Cent Number Per Cent Number Per Cent
7 60 6,7U 99 10,78 159 8,79
6 86 9*66 108 11,76 19U 10,7U
5 116 13.07 130 1U.18 2k6 13.62
k 152 17.07 ito 13.07 272 15.011
3 lk3 16,06 128 13.9U 271 lU.96
2 135 15.16 137 IU.92 272 15.011
1 198 22,2U 196 21.35 39U 21,81
Total 890 U9.23 918 50,77 1808 100.00
Again, Table 1 shows that grade 1 which had enrolled 198 or 22,2k per
cent and I96 or 21,35 per cent of boys and girls, respectively, shewed
a total of 39k or 21,81 per cent of the total enrollment or ranked
highest. The per cents for the other grades ranged between a low of
159 or 8,79 per cent of the totai enrollment for grade 7, to a high of
39U or 21*81 per cent of the total enrollment for grade 1,
Distribution of the Enrollment in the High School of Washington
Gounty« Georgia, 1952^11953«— The data on the high school enrollment
are presented in Table 2,
There was a total of 1^22 pupils enrolled, with 170 or 1}.0,28 per
cent boys and 252 or 59»72 per cent girls.
Table 2 shows that the high school freshmen or grade 8 took the
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TABLE 2
DISTRIBUTION OF THE ENROLLMENT IN THE HIGH SCHOOL
OF WASHINGTON COUNTY, GEORGaiA, 1952-1953
Grade
Girls Total
Nximber Per Cent Number Per Cent Number Per Cent
12 10 5.88 22 8.7li 32 7.58
11 lit 8.214 38 15.08 52 12.32
10 31 18.21; 53 21.03 81; 19.91
9 lt9 28.82 62 2I4.60 111 26.30
8 66 38.82 77 30.55 llt3 33.89
Total 170 UO.28 252 59.72 lt22 100.00
lead in the enrolJLment, ranking highest -with 66 or 38.82 per cent girls
and 77 or 30.55 per cent boys, thereby making a total of lU3 or 33.89
per cent of the total enrollment. Grade 9 followed with 14.9 or 28.82 per
cent and 62 or 2i4.6o per cent of boys and girls respectively, to make a
total of 111 or 26.30 per cent of the total enrollment. It is inter¬
esting to note that grades 10, 11, and 12 showed lower ranks, with grade
12 the lowest in rank as represented by 10 boys or 5.88 per cent and 22
girls or 8.7U per cent which made a total of 32 or 7.58 per cent of the
total high school enrollment.
It is also to be noted that the girls' enrollment surpassed the boys'
enrollment with a total of 2^2 or 59.72 per cent girls over 170 or UO.28
per cent boys.
Distribution of the Age-Grade Placement of the Drop-Outs in Eleven
Public Schools of Washington County, Georgia, 1952-1953.— The data on
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the number of drop-outs who were enrolled in the ten elementary schools
and one high school or a total of the eleven public schools of Wash¬
ington County, Georgia, 1952-19^3 are presented in Table 3 with the re¬
ported significant facts to follow.
Elementary Schools: Table 3 reveals that the withdrawal pupils in
the elementary schools ranged in age from a low of 6 to a high of 1?
years of age.
According to age, the highest per cent of withdrawals was in the
age-range of 11 and 12 years, with 8.57 per cent and 8.09 per cent,
respectively] whereas the lowest per cent of withdrawal was in the age-
range of 6-7 years, with 2.86 per cent and 2.62 per cent, respectively]
and for age-range of 8, 9, and 10 years, the withdrawals showed 6.19,
5.95 and 5.71 per cent, respectively.
According to grade, the highest per cent of withdrawal was in the
fifth grade with 15.00 per cent and the lowest per cent of withdrawals
was in the first grade with 7.86 per cent. It is interesting to note
that the per cent of withdrawals in the seventh grade was next to the
lowest in rank with 8.57 per cent. The withdrawals were approximately
the same for grades two and three.
High School: Of the total nvmber of 92 high school drop-outs, boys
and girls of 16 years of age, th® age limit for the Con5)Tilsory School
Law, ranks highest with 27 or 29.3I+ per cent.
V, Aocprding to^ age the higl^st per cent of ^tfedfawalslytas in the age
range of I6 and 17 years with 29.3I; per cent and 21.7U per cent respec¬
tively] whereas the lowest per cent of withdrawals was in the age-




DISTRIBUTION OF THE AGE-C31ADE PLACEMENT OF THE DROP-OUTS IN
ELEVEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF WASHINGTON COUNTY, GEORGIA
1952-19^3
Gr. Gr, Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr, Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Total
Age 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 U 3 2 1 No. Per Cent
6 2 10 12 2.86
7 3 8 11 2.62
8 5 2 k 15 26 6.19
9 7 6 8 k 25 5.95
10 3 1| 5 12 2k 5.71
11 7 6 8 6 9 36 8.57
12 2 8 0 9 5 10 3h 8.09
13 7 3 9 12 5 6 2 hk 10.U8
111 8 5 9 10 8 5 0 U5 10.71
15 3 1; 10 8 13 2 6 0 he 10.95
16 5 12 10 15 10 10 2 0 0 6k I5.2li
17 3 h 8 5 3 0 0 2 0 0 25 5.95
18 1 2 6 0 3 2 0 0 0 18 1+.29
Ojgr 2 3 2 0 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 10 2.39
Totals 2 7 16 26 la 36 56 63 51 U3 1|6 33 U20 100.00
Per
Cents 0.i|8 1.67 3.81 6.19 9.76 8.57 13.33 15.00 12.Ill 10.2U 10.95 7.86
2$
and for age-range of lU and 1^, the •withdrawals showed 8.70 per cent and
7.61 per cent, respectively. Fur'Uier, it is found that the age-group of
lit years and the age-group of 18 years and over showed the same 8.70 per cent.
jilpcpix^g to grade, the hipest per pent of withdraftr^ was in the
eighth grasdej witfh ^.76 per cent and the lowest per cent of withdrawals
was in the twelfth grade ■with 0.i|.8 per cent.
There was a total of U20 drop-outs, -with the filth grade ranking
highest with 63 or l5 per cent.
Distribution of the Grade-Placement of the TiB.thdrawal Pupils in
Schools of Washington County, Georgia, 1952-1953»—• The data on the dis¬
tribution of grade-placement of the withdrawal pupils in the eleven
schools of Washington County, Georgia during the 1952-1953 school term
are presented in Table Uj which shows that the enrollment included 225
or 53»57 per cent and 195 or 14.6.14,3 per cent of boys and girls, respec¬
tively.
Data presented in Table ii show that grades 12 and 11 ranked lowest
•with 2 or O.ltS per cent and 7 or 1.67 per cent, re^ctively, while
grades 5 and 6 ranked highest with 63 or 15 per cent and 56 or 13«33 per
cent, respectively. Further, grades 3 and 2 were approximately the same
with U3 or 10,2k per cent and I46 or 10.95 per cent, respectively.
Pbrther Table It shows that grade 8 ranked hipest -with 25 or 11*11
per cent and I6 or 8.21 per cent of girls and boys, respectively, thereby
making a total of Itl or 9«76 per cent. In the elementary grades the fifth
grade ranked hipest with 35 or 15.56 per cent and 28 or lit.36 per cent of
boys and girls, respectively, thereby making a total of 63 or 15 per cent.
Grade 1 ranked lowest -with 17 or 7.56 per cent and I6 or 8.21
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TABLE U
DISTRIBUTION OF THE GRADE PLACEMENT OF THE WITHDRAWAL PUPILS IN
SCHOOLS OF WASHINGTON COUNTY, GEORGIA, 1952-1953
Boys Gd^ls - ^ ; Toibal '
Grade Number Per Cent Number Per Cent Number Per Cent
12 1 O.IiU 1 0.5l 2 0.U8
11 h 1.79 3 1.5U 7 1.67
10 9 U.oo 7 3.58 16 3.81
9 10 16 8.21 26 6.19
8 25 11.11 16 8.21 Ul 9.76
7 21 9.33 15 7.69 36 8.57
6 28 12.iiU 28 lli.36 56 13.33
5 35 15.56 28 llt.36 63 15.00
U 30 13.33 21 10.77 51 12.lU
3 20 8.89 23 11.79 h3 10.2U
2 25 11.11 21 10.77 kS 10.95
1 17 7.56 16 8.21 33 7.86
Total 225 53.57 195 i|6.U3 U20 100.00
per cent of boys and girls, respectively, thereby making a total of 33 or
7.86 per cent*
Distribution of the Month of Withdrairal of the Pupils Eiaroiled in the
Schools of Washington Couhty, Georgia, 1952-1953*— Table 5 reveals the
data concerning the withdrawal according to the months of the school
year by the U20 pupils who were enrolled in eleven public schools of Wash¬
ington County, Georgia, during the year of 1952-1953•
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TABLE 5
DISTRIBUTION OF THE MONTH OF WITHDRAWAL OP THE PUPILS ENROLIED IN
THE SCHOOLS OF WASHINOTON COUNT!, GEORGIA, 1952-1953
Month
Boys Girls Total
KoBiber Per Cent Number Per Cent Number Per Cent
Sept, 2 o,a2 3 1.69 5 1.19
Oct, 20 8,23 12 6.78 32 7.62
Nov, 20 8.23 29 16.38 U9 11.67
Dec, 2h 9.88 2k 13.52 U8 11.U3
Jan* 56 2U.89 U6 23.59 102 2li.28
Feb, 22 9.05 30 16.95 52 12.38
Mar, 60 2li.69 11 6.21 71 16.90
April 16 7.11 33 11.28 h9 11.67
May 5 2.06 7 3.95 12 2.86
Total 225 53.57 195 U6.U3 U20 100.00
It is to be noted that the withdrawal of the pupils ranked highest
during the month of January with a total of 102 or 2U,28 per cent to a
low of 5 or 1,19 per cent during the month of September. Our interest
is centered upon the month of March which ranked second highest with 71
or 16,90 per cent. Withdrawals during the month of January are partic¬
ularly high because this is the month that the sharecroppers and renters
chectop for the year’s work wiidi their lahdici^s* The month of March is
the time for planting^ hence the withdrawal of pupils is heavy and domi¬
nated by the boys.
Further, Table 5 shows that withdrawals were approximately the same
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during the months of November, Decoaber, and April, thus giving a total
of I|.9 or 11*67 per cent, li8 or 11*U3 per cent and k9 or 11,67 per cent of
the pupils, respectively, who were drop-outs.
Distribution of the Qrade and Mon'^ of the Wi1?hdrawal8 &f the Pupils
Enrolled in the Schools of Washington'G0^t^, Gte#^a, flble
6, presents the data on the distribution of the grade and month of with¬
drawal of the pupils enrolled in the eleven schools of Washington County,
Georgia* The following facts are to be noted:
According to grades, the highest per cent of withdrawals was in
grades ^ and 6, with 1^*00 per cent and 13*33 per cent, respectivelyj
wlereas the lowest per cent of withdrawals was in grades 11 end 12,
with 1*67 per cent and 0.1^8 per cent, respectivelyj and grades 7 and 8
showed 8*^7 per cent and 9*76 per cent, respectively. The withdrawals
in grades 2 and 3 with the percents of 10*95 and 10*21;, respectively,
were approximately the same for these grades.
According to months, the hipest per cent of withdrawals was during
the month of January with 21;,26 per cent and the lowest per cent of Trith-
drawal during the month of September with 1,19 per cent* It is to be
pointed out that March which is the planting month has the next hipest
per cent of l6,9i;* The withdrawals during the months of November, De-
cemberj and,April rahk about the same, showing 11*67 per cent, ll,i;2 per
cent, and 11,67 per cent, respectively*
> j?i8tr^ution of the Withdrawal Pupils who were Transferees to other
Schools in the Public School S3nstem of Washington County, Georgia, 1952-
1953The data concerning the distribution of withdrawal pupils who




DISTRIBUTION OF THE CHADE AND MONTH WITHDRAWAL OF THE PUPILS
Sept.Oct.Nov.Dec.Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May Total

















12 1 2^0!i 1 0.98 2 0.48
11 1 20.00 1 2.0i; 3 2.9ii 2 3.85 7 1.67
10 3 9.37 3 6.25 5 1|.91 1 1.92 k 5.63 16 3.81
9 2 Uo.oo 2 6.25 3 6.12 2 li.l7 5 U.91 3 5.77 5 7.0U h 8.16 26 6.19
8 15.63 U 8.16 3 6.25 6 5.88 7 13.U6 6 8.U6 5 . 16.21 5 41.66 41 9.76
7 2 U.08 9 18.75 6 5.88 9 17.31 U 5.63 6 12.2U 36 8.57
6 5 15.63 8 16.33 7 lli.58 10 9.80 6 11.5U 10 lii.08 8 16.33 2 16.66 56 13.33
5 2 6.25 10 20.10- k 8.33 20 19.61 h 7.69 12 16.90 10 20.40 1 8.34 63 15.00
U 1 20.00 6 18.75 9 18.37 h 8.33 9 8.82 7 13.U6 8 11.25 5 10.21 2 16.66 51 12.14
3 3 9.37 u 8.16 5 10.U3 16 15.69 3 5.77 6 8.U6 5 10.21 1 8.34 43 10.24
2 15.63 5 10.21 7 IU.58 10 9.80 9 17.31 6 8.U6 k 8.16 46 10.95
1 1 20.00 1 3.12 2 U.08 k 8.33 11 10.78 1 1.92 10 IU.09 2 4.08 1 8.34 33 7.86
Totals 5 1.19 32 7.61 U9 11.67 U8 11.U2 102 2U.26 52 12.38 71 l6.9ii U9 11.67 12 2.86 420 ms
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TABLE 7
DISTRIBUTION OF WITHDRAWAL PUPILS WHO WERE TRANSFEREES TO














Table 7 reveals that the transferees ranked from a high of 21 or 20
per cent as found in grade 5 to a low of 8 or 7.62 per cent as found in
grades 8 and 2. Further, it is to be noted that grade U ranked second
highest with withdrawal pupils numbering l6 or l5»2U per cent* Grades
7, 6, and 1 rank the same, sho?Ting lU or 13*33 per cent each of the
withdrawals•
Distribution of the Reasons for Withdrawal of Pupils who were En¬
rolled in the Schools of Washington County, Georgia, 1952-1953*-^ Rea¬
sons given by the U20 withdrawal pupils who were enrolled during the
1952-1953 school term are presented in Table 8*
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TABLE 8
DISTRIBUTION OF THE REASONS FOR -WITHDRAWAL OF PUPILS WHO WERE
ENROLLED IN THE SCHOOLS OF WASHINGTON COUNTY,
®;oRGiA, 1952-1953
Frequency
Reasons Number Per Cent
1, Economic 12U 29.52
2, Not Interested in School Work 30 7.1it
3, Personal Illness 10 2.39
U« Family IlJLness 10 2.39
5, Marriage 25 5.95
6, Academic Failure 50 11.90
7, Pupil-Teacher Relationship 26 6,19
8, Migration 65 15.U8
9, Death of Parent or Guardian 25 5.95
10, Indifferent Parents 20 U.76
11, Passed the Age Limit as Set by Com¬
pulsory School Attendance Law 30 7.1U
12, Military Service 5 1.19
Total lt20 100,00
The data which are presented in. Table 8 point out that the reasons
for withdrawal of pupils from school ranked from a low for Military Service
of 5 or 1«19 per cent to a high of 121^ or ?^.52-per fer econoi?d.c rea¬
sons, with the other ten reasons ranging in 03?der from a low of 10 or 2,39




DISTRIBUTION OF TtlTHDRAWALS WHO DISCUSSED THEIR
SCHOOL-LEAVING WITH TEACHERS
Frequency














It is also of interest tfhat the i^asons, academic failure, not in¬
terested in school work, and passed the age-limit as set by Compulsory
iSchool Attendance Law Ranked third aiad fourth with 50 or 11.90 per cent
for academic failiire and 30 or 7 .Hi pst* cent, respectively.
Distribution of the Withdrawal Pupils who Discussed their School
Leaving Trith their Teachers in the Schools of Washington County, Georgiai
19^2-1953,— The distribution of the withdrawal pupils who discussed
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their school leaving viith their teachers is presented in Table
The data "nhich are presented in Table 9 reveal that the withdrawal
pupils in grades 8, hf and 3* ranked the same with a total of 2$ or 11.19
per j^nt pupi]^lt ’Euriiier, Table 9 showed a rank from a
high of 20 or ll|.»93 per cent of withdrawal pupils in grade 6 to a low of
1 or 0.75 pel* 'cent of withdrawal pupils as found in grade 12* The other
grades ranged in order from a high of lit or I0.it5 per cent of withdrawals
as represented in grade 2 to a low of 5 or 3*73 per cent of withdrawals*
Further, Table 9 shows that the majority of the withdrawals in the grades
of the hi^ school are found in grade 8 with a total of 15 or 11.19 per
cent, while in the elementary schools, the majority of the withdrawals
are found in grade 6 with a total of 20 or ll|.*93 per cent*
Table 9 - It appears that in grade 1 in the elementary school and
the upper grades 10, H and 12 of the high school there was a marked
tendency for withdrawal pupils not to discuss their problem of leaving
school with the teacher, whereas in grades 9 and 2 there was the marked
tendency for withdrawal pupils to discuss their school leaving with tea¬
chers.
Distribution of the Withdrawal Pupils who had Satisfactory Scholar¬
ship Rating Prior to their Withdrawal from the Schools of Washington
County, Georgia, 1952-1953*— Table 10 presents the distribution of the
withdjrawals who had satisfactoiry scholarship ratji^g-pripp jtQ their with¬
drawal and exhibits certain information which is closely reiated to the
aspects of the withdrawal piqjils.
According to Table 10 it is to be noted that grades 8 and 3 ranked
the same with a total of 10 or 9*26 per cent of withdrawals, pupils with
satisfactory scholarship, while grades h and 2 also ranged the same with
TABLE 10
DISTRIBUTION OF WITHDRAWALS WHO HAD SATISFACTCRY

















a tot^. of 12. or 11,11 per cent of withdra-wal pupils with satisfactory
scholarship. Grades 6 and S ranked high with a total of 16 or lU«8l
per cent and 17 or l5«75 per cent, respectively,/' "^ther. Table 10
shows that grade 12 to held the lowest rank with a total of 1 or 0,93
per cent among the high school grades with pupils withdrawing from
school with satisfactory scholarship, while grade 7 held the lowest
rank among the elementary grades with a total of 6 or 6,^6 per cent of
the withdrawal pupils with satisfactory scholarship.
TABLE n
DISTRIBUTION OF WITHDRAWALS WHO ACTIVELY
PARTICIPATED IN SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
^ ■ »■ -'i' -1- ...
• t -• ,v;
Activities





U-H Club 35 9.88
Student Council 2 0.57
Dramatics 18 5.08
Science Club 1 0.28
Choral Club 6 1.69
Library Club 8 2.26
New Homemakers of America 20 5.65
Future Farmers of America 25 7.16
Track 10 2.82
Basketball 30 8.1i7




Assembly Programs 6o I6.9lt
Horse Shoe Throw 17 V.80
Natxire Study Club ito 11.30
Total 35U 100.00
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Distribution of the Withdrawal Pupils who Actively Participated in
the School Activities of the Schools of Washington County^ Georgia, 1952-
19^3«•— The data concerning the distribution of withdrawal pupils who
Table all listsf ^lBeteea school-activitl^ in which withdrawal
pupils actively engaged. The activities of the drop-outs showed a rank
from a low for the Science Club of 1 or 0,28 per cent to Assembly Pro¬
grams to a high of 60 or l6,9U per cent. The other seventeen activities
ranged in order from a low of 2 or 0,57 per cent for the Student Council
to a high of UO or 11,30 per cent for the Nature Study Club,
Activities in the same category were as follows* Tri-Hi-Y and New
Homemakers of America showed a total of 20 or 5*65 per cent each of the
withdrawals; Hi-Y and Ping Pong a total of 15 or U,21 per cent, and the
Choral Club and Relays show a total of 6 or 1,69 per cent of withdrawal
pupils.
Distribution of the Withdrawal Pupils Who Actively Participated in
the Community Activities,— The distribution of the 265 withdrawal pupils
who were active participants who engaged in the 9 community activities
reported will be found in Table 12,
The data as presented in Table 12 reveal that the participation
among the counnunity activities by the withdrawal pupils ranked from a
low of 8 or 3»02 per cent in the Boy Scouts to a high of 100 or 37*73
per cent in the Sunday School activity, with the other seven activities
ranging in order from a low of 10 or 3*77 per cent for the Junior Choir
to a high of Uo or l5,10 per cent for the Epworth League,
It is to be noted that participation in the religious activities are
TABLE 12
DISTRIBUTION OF IITHDRMALS WHO ACTIVELY
PARTICIPATED IN COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
Frequaicy
Activities Number Per Cent
Home Demonstration Council 15 5.66
Savings Club 25 9.U3
Sunday School 100 37.73
Epworth League Uo 15.10
Baptist Training Union 35 13.21
Junior Mission 20 7.55
Soliciting of Funds for Community Chest,
Xmas Seals, Cancer, etc. 12 ^.53
Boy Scouts 8 3.02
Total 265 100,00
foremost -nith the Epworth League ranking second with kO or 15.10 per
cent while the Baptist Training Union ranked thiixi with 35 or 13»21 per
cent of the withdrawal pupils*
Distribution of the Ntmfcer of Children in the Family of the With¬
drawal Pupils Enrolled in Schools of Washington County* Georgia^ 1952-
19^3*-”* The distribution of the number of children in the family of the
withdrawal pupils is shown in Table 13, which shows thaij thenumber of'
children in the families of the withdrawal pupils ranked from a low of
36 or 8.57 per cent for 1 child in the family to a high of 70 or 16,67
per cent for a family with U children.
Further, Table I3 shows that families with 3 end 6 children ranked
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TABLE 13
DISTRIBUTION OF THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN THE




'1 i Child 36 8*57
2 Children 9.76
3 Children 63 15.00
U Children 70 16.67
5 Children 14i 10*1;8
6 Children 61; 15.21;
7 Children 56 13.33
8 or more Children 1;6 10*95
Total 1;20 100.00
approximately the same "with 63 or 15 per cent and 6I4. or 15*21; per cent,
respectively* Families of the withdrawal pupils consisting of 5 and 8
children ranked approximately the same with 14; or lO.US per cent and 1;6
or 10*95 per cent, respectively.
The remaining 2 fanilies consisting of 2 and: 7 children are repre¬
sented by i4L or 9*76 per cent and 56 or 13*33 p6r cent, rei^ectively,
of the withsLrawpQ. pupils*
Distribution of the Economic Reasons Gj^'en T?y t^he Withdrawal Pupils
for their Withdrawal from the Schools of Washington County, Georgia,
1952-1953*— The data on the economic reasons given by the withdrawal
pupils for their withdrawal from the Schools of Washington County, Georgia,
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TABIE 3J4
DISTRIBUTION OF THE ECONOMIC REASONS GIVEN BY THE ITTHDRAWAL
PUPILS FOR THEIR TOTHDRAWAL FROM THE SCHOOLS




Needed Money to Buy Clothes 30 2li.l9
Needed Money to Help Support Family 25 20,16
Needed Money for Food 30 2U.19
Wanted Spending Money 18 IU.52
Needed to go to Work 21 I6,9i:
Total 12lt 100,00
1952-1953* as presented in Table 1^ indicated the 5 reasons to follow:
Needed money to buy clothes. Needed Money to help support the family.
Needed money for food, Ifented spending money, and Needed to go to work#
There was a total of 12l| withdrawal pupils who cited these reasons
for dropping out of school.
The need of money to buy clothes and the need of money for food
ranked highest, both showed a total of 30 or 2U#19 per cent. The item,
"Wanted %>ending Money" ranked lowest showing 18 or llj.,52 per cent of
the withdrawal pupils. The two reasons: Needed money to help suppoi't
the family and Needed to go to work ranked third and fourth, with 25 or
20,16 per cent and 21 or l6,9U per cent, respectively, among the reasons
given for dropping out of school.
Distribution of the Reasons for TOithdrawal of those Pupils who Ex¬
pressed "Liking for School Experiences" Available in the Schools of
ko
TABLE 15
DISTRIBUTION OF THE REASONS FOR WITHDRAWAL OF THOSE PUPILS HHO
EXPRESSED A "LIKING FOR SCHOOL EXPERIENCES”
-- Frecwency^
Reasons Number ■ Pkr C^t
Outdoor Activities 20 7.1U
Liked Certain Subjects as Arithmetic,
Mathematics, and Art 30 10.71
Contact with other Schools and Pupils 25 8.93
Social Activities 15 5.36
Assembly Programs 50 17.86
Participating in Plays 10 3.57
Opportunity to Participate in Games as
Baseball, Football, Basketball, etc. 30 10.72
Activity Peilod 10 3.57
Opportunity for a Variety of Reading Ex¬
periences 20 7.11t
Field Trips 30 10.71
Learning to Read, Write, and Figure with Ease Uo IU.29
Total 280 100.00
Washington County, Georglaj 1952~1953»-“ data on the distribution of
the reasons for mthdrawal from school of those pupils who esqiressed a
"Liking for School E^qjeriences" are presented in Table 15, which shows
ths,t of the reasons given the Assembly Programs ranked highest with 50
or 17.86 per cent for the withdrawal pupils while Participating in Plays
and Activity Period ranked lowest with 10 or 3*57 per cent for each. It
is to be noted that the three reasons: Liking certain subjects, game
participation, and field trips, held the same rank with 30 or 10.71 per
cent each of the withdrawal pupils.
Other reasons listed ranged from a low of 15 or 5.36 per cent for
schopl ab'biyitiesi ip a -^gh of U6. or lh*2$ :^#^ceiit for learning the
3 Rs of the withdrawal pupils.
Distribution of the Reasons for Withdrawal of those who Expressed
a "Disliking for School Experiences^* Available in the School of Wash¬
ington County, Georgia, 1952-1953The data on the responses of pupils
who expressed a "dis3jJking for school experiences” are shown in Table 16,
which indicates that the reasons for the expressed "disliking for school
experiences” by withdrawal pupils ranked from a low for Over-size and
Age for Grade of 5 or 2.89 per cent to Irregular Attendance with a high
of UO or 23.12 per cent of withdrawal pupils. The other seven reasons
ranged in order from a low of 10 or 5.78 per cent for both Friends had
Quit School and Unable to Participate in Outdoor Activities to a high of
30 or 17.3U per cent for Disliked Certain Subjects as History, English,
Spelling, etc.
Distribution of the Domiciliary-Status of the Parents of Withdrawal
Pupils Enrolled in Schools of Washington County, Georgia, 1952-1953.—
The distribution of the domiciliary-status of the parents of the with¬
drawal pupils is presented in Table 17, which indicates that the domi¬
ciliary status of the parents of the withdrawal pupils ranked from a
low for Home-Owners of 90 or 25.72 per cent to Sharecroppers with a high
of l50 or U2.86 per cent, with Renters ranking between with 110 or 31.U2
per cent index of domiciliary-status of the parents of the withdrawal
pupils.
TABLE 16
DISTRIBUTION OF REASONS FOR WITHDRAWAL OF THOSE PUPILS WHO
EXPRESSED A "DISLIKING FOR SCHOOL EXPERIENCES"
A-; •
Frequency
Reasons Number Per Cent
Irregular Attendance itO 23.12
Unable to Participate in Outdoor Activities 10 5.78
Disliked Certain Subjects as History, English,
Spelling, etc. 30 17.3ii
Early Rising in Order to Get the School Bus 15 8.67
Performing the Duties of a Janitor 20 11.57
Over Size and Age for Grade 5 2.89
Lack of Material for Supplementary Reading 25 U.It5
Friends had Quit School 10 5.78
Fell Behind with School-Work and Became
Discouraged 18 lO.itO
Total 173 100.00
Distribution of the Withdrawal Pupils whose Non-Promotion was the
Ma.jor Reason for their Withdrawal from the Schools of Washington County^
Georglaj 1952-1953»— The distriburion of mthdrawal pupils whose non¬
promotion was the major reason for withdrawal is exhibited in Table 18
on the following page. The Table shows that grades 8 and 7 have the same
. -V
index of 12 or 13.0U per cent ofvtlie'"|>iiiil withdrforais dne to non-pro¬
motion.
Grade 2 in the elementary school ranked highest with lU or 1^.22 per
cent while grade 8 in the high school ranked hipest with 12 or 13.0lt
per cent of the withdrawal pupils for the reason of non-promotion.
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TABLE 17
DISTRIBUTION OF THE DOMTCILIARY-STATUS OF THE








Further, it is to be noted that the lowest rank in the high school was
grade 11 with 2 or 2.17 per cent while in the elementary school grade h
held ttie lowest rank of 9 or 9,11 per cent of the withdrawal pupils
whose non-promotion was the reason for their withdrawal from school.
Distribution of the "Social Distance” of the Withdrawal Pupils as
Expressed by Their Getting Along With Others in the Schools of Wash¬
ington County, Georgia, 1952-19$3»-- The distribution of the "Social
Distance" of the withdrawal pupils as expressed by their getting along
with others is exhibited in Table 19*
The data as presented in Table 19 reveal that the "Social Distance"
"not getting along with thfe te^cdier" showed a.rardc from a low of 25 or
5*95 per cent "to getting along with the teacher" with a high of 125
or 29»73 per centj of the "Spc1.al Dlstancs^ of t|ie #|;bhdrsSml |^ils* ;
Further, the remaining "Social Distances," U in number, ranged in order
from a low of 35 or 8.33 per cent for "not getting along with school¬
mates" to a high of 100 or 28.81 per cent for "getting along with school¬
mates."
TABLE 18
DISTRIBUTION OP WITHDRAWAL PUPILS WHOSE NON-PROMOTION WAS THE

















Dista^lfeiition of the Rei^nsee of the Tfliharawfal Pupils to iQuestions
of Basic Issues of Attitudes Conceiving •feeir Withdrawal from the Schools
of Washingt^n^.Gpuntyt Georgiaj 19$2-1953»-— Table 20 shows the distri¬
bution of the responses of the withdr«(wal pupils to questions of basic
issues of attitudes concerning their withdrawal.
Table 20 points out that the Pupils who Liked School ranked highest
with 200 or l|.7«6l per cent of the basic issues or attitudes, while those
TABLE 19
DISTRIBUTION OF THE "SOCIAL DISTMCE" OF THE IITHDRAWAL




Getting Along with Schoolmates 100 23.81
Not Getting^Along wito School-mates 35 8.33
Getting Along with Classmates 90 21.14;
Not Getting Along with Classmates 10.7U
Getting Along with Teacher 125 29.73
Not Getting Along with Teacher 25 5.95
Total U20 100.00
who Would not Have Remained in School if Given Parb-titae Work is repre¬
sented by 30 or 7«lU per cent, which is the lowest rank.
It is interesting to note that Would Have Remained in School if
Given Part-time Work, parents Approved of Pupils* Leaving School, and
Pupils Disliking School Subjects ranked respectively, as follows: 80
or 19.05 per cent, 60 or lU.29 per cent and 50 or 11.91 per cent of the
basic issues or attitudes.
Distribution of the Number of Schools Attended byjthe Withdrawal
Pupils Diiring their Last Year of School Attendance in the Schools of
Washington County, Georgia, 19$2-ri953«-r The distribution of the num¬
ber of schools attended by withdrawal pupils during their last year of
school attendance is presented in Table 21, which reveals that the num¬
ber of schools attended by withdrawal pupils during their last year of
school attendance ranged from a low for three schools of 20 or U•76 per
TABIE 20
DISTElIBUnON OF THE RESPONSES OF THE WETHDRAWAL PUPILS TO
QUESTIONS OF BASIC ISSUES OR ATTITUDES CONCERNING
THEIR mTHDRAWAL
. Frequency
Basic Issties or Attitudes Numb^* ■ Per Cent
Parents Approved of Pupils Leaving School 6o IU.29
Pupils vrho Liked School 200 U7.61
Pupils Disliking School Subjects 50 11.91
Woiild Have Remained in School if Given
Part-time Work 80 19.05
Would not Have Remained in School if Given
Part-time Work 30 7.11i
Total 1|20 100.00
TABIE 21
DISTRIBUTION OF THE NUMBER OF SCHOOIS ATTENDED BY WITHDRAWAL
DURING THEIR LAST YEAR OF SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
Number of Schools Attended
Frequency
Number Per Cent
One School 250 59.52
Two Schools 150 35.72
Three Schools 20 U.76
Total U20 100.00
cent to one school with a high of 250 or 59*^2 per cent, with the two
schools showing 15 or 35*72 per cent.
Distribution of the Responses of the Parents of the Withdrawal Pupils
k7
TIBLE 22
DISTRIBUTION OF THE RESPONSES OF PARENTS OF THE WITHDRAWAL PUPILS
TO QUESTIONS OF ATTITUDES WHICH HAD PROBABLE INFLUENCE ON
, THEm CHILDREN'S WITHDRAWAL
Parents Responses to Quesjjions of Attitudes , Frequency
Which Probably TnfltiahcedWithdrawal NuiMjdr Per Cent
Your Child's Like for School liO ll.k2
Your Child's Dislike for School 20 5.72
Your Interest in the School's Program 75 21.U3
Your Non-Interest in the School's Program 9 2.57
Did Your Best to Keep Your Child in School 100 28.57
Discussed Your Child's Withdrawal with
Member of Faculty hi 11.71
Did not Discuss Your Child's Withdrawal
with Member of the Faculty 5o lli.29
Total 350 100.00
To Questions of Attitudes Which had Probable Influence on their Chi.34ren*s
Withdrawal from the Schools of Washington County^ Georgia, 1952“19^3«—•
The distribution of responses of parents of the withdrawal pupils to ques¬
tions of attitudes which had probable influence on their children's with¬
drawal is presented in Table 22.
The information presented in Table 22 shows that Non-Ihterest in the
School's Program had the lowest rank of 9 or 2.57 per cent while TOO or
28*57 per cent had the highest rank which represents the attit\ide-Did
Your Best to Keep Your Child in School.
Approximately the same in rank are the attitudes-Your Child's Like
for School and Discussed your Child's Withdrawal with Member of the Faculty
TABLE 23
DISTRIBUTION OF REASONS FOR NON-ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL BY
WITHDRAWAL PUPILS AS EXPRESSED BY THEIR PARENTS
Non-Attendance Reasons Expressed by Frequency
Parents Number Per Gent
Child Disliked a Certain Teacher 20 5.72
Ill Health 25 7.15
Friends Had Left School 30 8.57
Could Not Learn in School and was Dis¬
couraged 35 10.00
Wanted Spending Money 5o IR.29
Needed Money for Clothes and to Help at
Home 65 18.5R
Was Not Interested in School Work 15 R.28
Was Failing and Did not Want to Repeat
the Same Grade 25 7.15
Moved to Another County or State 25 7.15
Death of Parent or Guardian 20 5.72
Had Child to Work Because Parent had to
Work as a Child 26 7.15
Grandparent Kept Child at Home for Fear
Child Wotild be Harmed fv ^ 15 R.28
Total 350 100.00
being represented by Ro ©r 11.U2 per cent and Rl orU.,?! per cent, re¬
spectively. Ranking third and second highest were the attitudes: Did
Not Discuss Your Child's Withdrawal with a Member of the Faculty and
Your Interest in the School's Program with ^0 or lR.29 per cent and 75 or
21,R3 per cent, respectively, of the parents of the withdrawal pupils.
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TABLE 2k
DISTRIBUTION OF THE TIPES OF ADVICE GIVEN BY THE TEACHER AND/OR
THE PRINCIPAL TO THE PAEENTS OF THE WITHDRAWAL PUPILS
Types of Advice Given to the Parents by the
Teacher and/or the Principal to the. Parents
of ithse ^affehdpawal Ptipils -
Frequency
Number Per Gent
Frequent Visits and Conferences to and with
Parents and Withdrawal Pupils who Appeared
Indifferent 75 21.U3
Seek some Financial Assistance from County
Welfare Department 5o IU.29
Advised Parents to Enroll Pupils Immediately
when Moving to a New Community ho 11.U2
Encourage Pupil to Participate in School
Activities 35 10.00
Encouraged Parents and Pupils to Seek More
Personal Contact with Teachers 65 18.5i;
Would Offer more Opportunity to Slow
Learners for Individual Instruction 75 21.U3
Advised Parents to Seek-Part-time Employment
for Pupils 10 2.89
Total 350 100.00
Distribution of the Reasons for Non-Attendance at School by the With¬
drawal Pupils of the Washington County Schools for 1952-1953^ as Express¬
ed by Their Parents.— The distribution of reasons for non-attendance at
school by -withdra-wal pupils as expressed by their parents is represented
in Table 23.
The reasons for non-attendance as expressed by the parents of the
•mithdrawal pupils ranged from a low of l5 or I4..28 per cent for the rea¬
sons: Was Not Interested in School Work, and Grandparent Kept Child at
Home for Fear that the Child Would be Harmed to a high of 65 or 18 .Sk
for Needed Money for Clothes and to Help at Home*
The other nine reasons ranged in order from a low of 20 or 5*72 per
cent for both Child Disliked a Certain Teacher, and Death of a Parent
or Suardian to a high of 5o,or Hi,*29 jrer cent-for Wanted Spending Money*
Distribution of the Types of Advice Given by the Teacher and/or the
Principal to the Parents Of the, TUdthdrawal Pupils Enrolled in the Schools
of Washington County, Georgia, 1952-1953*— The distribution of the types
of advice given by the teacher and/or the principal to the parents of the
withdrawal pupils is presented in Table 2U*
The data as presented in Table 2l| show that the types of advice given
ranged from a low of 10 or 2.89 per cent for Advised Parents to Seek Part-
time Enqsloyment for Pupils to a high of 75 or 21*li3 per cent for both
Frequent Visits and Conferences to and with Indiffer^t Parents of With¬
drawal Pupils and Would Offer more Opportunity to Slow Learners for In¬
dividual Instruction* Further, ranking third and second, the types of
advice: Seek Some Financial Assistance from County Welfare Department
and Encoiiraged Parents and Pupils to Seek more Personal Contact with
Teachers, show 5o or 1U«29 per cent and 65 or 18•5U per cent, respectively*
CHAPTER III
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
Introductory Statement*~ How to keep more ybiing peof)le in school
through the elementary and high school grades poses a serious problem
for faiailies, schoblsj, andrcommuni^^e^igV ^tereforsV it is lulth deep con*-
cem that one considers the extent of the "drop-out^ in a school unit or
a school system, and ask, if the extent of the drop-outs does not serve
as a valid index of the degree to which the American educational program
is not fulfilling its major objective of providing an equal opportunity
for the fullest growth and development of all the children and youth of
the nation?
Consequently, there is a definite need for learning aid knowing more
about the boys and girls who make up the "drop-out" roster of the Wash¬
ington County School System for the 19^2-1953 school year. Therefore
this research has been concerned with this situation.
Statement of the Problem,— The problem involved in this research
was to ascertain the status of the drop-outs, as indicated by the pupils
enrolled in ten elementary and one high school of Washington County,
Georgia, for the school year of 1952-19^3j for the purpose of offering
suggestions and recommendations for reducing the number of drop-outs in
the schools tp be studied.
Purpose of the Study,— The major purpose of this study was to de¬
termine the extent of the "drop-outs" as identified by the records of the
ten elementary schools and one high school in Washington Go\inty, Georgia,
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for the school year of 1952-1953*
More specifically, the purpose characterized as follows!
1, To determine ^e number and sex of the drop-outs in the selected
schools in Washin^on County, Georgia, 1952-1953*
2, To determine the per cent of drop-outs in the schools of Wash¬
ington County during the re^ective periods or months of the
school year of 1952-1953*
3* To determine the specific reasons for the drop-outs in the schools
of Washington County, Georgia, 1952-1953*
U* To determine the extent of participation in school and community
activities of drop-outs in the schools of Washington County,
Georgia.
To determine the socio-economic background of the drop-outs in
the schools of Washington Co^xnty, Georgia, 1952-1953*
6, To determine the extent to which these pupils were given any
guidance (vocational, educational) during their experiences in
the schools of Washington County, Georgia*
7* To determine the per cent of drop-outs in the schools of Wash¬
ington Cotuity, Georgia due to the non-promotion of these drop¬
outs under study for 1952-1^53*
8* To forraulatei if possible, educational implications pertinent to
the projjlem; of "drop-outs** in'_^he schools of Washington County)
as baseS upon-an suialysis aftd interpretation of the data secured.
Definition of Terms.— Significant terms which were used in this
study are defined as follows:
1, School-Leavers as used in this study refer to those persons who
are enrolled in school and emerge as graduates or drop-outs.
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2, Drop-Outs3refer to pupils wirolled in school during the school
term and stop attending school before the end of the school term.
Locale and Design of Research.— The locale of this research was in
Washington County, Georgia, during the; sidiooi,; year of The
major work connected with the gathering of the data and their-analysis
and interpretation was done at the writer’s home, Sandersville, Georgia
during the 1953-195U school year.
1. Subjects.— The subjects involved in this study were pupils who
were dropped from the rolls in ten elementary and one high school
of Washington County, Georgia, who were enrolled during the 1952-
1953 school term; the teachers in the selected schools, and the
parents of those students who are the primary concern of this re¬
search.
2. InstiTments»— The instruments used to gather the necessary data
were as follows:
a. A questionnaire specifically designed to serve as an index
to the socio-economic background of the pupils who dropped
out of school during the period of study.
b. Records of the Visiting Teacher of Washington County.
c. Registers and evaluations of the teachers.
d. Interviews with the drop-outs themselves, their teachers, and
the- families of the drop-outs.
3#? JReseai^ ^ The Normative-Survey Method of Research, em¬
ploying the techniques of the questionnaire, interview, and offi¬
cial records was used to gather the data for this study. The
Normative-Survey Method was used because it seeks to answer the
questions regarding the real facts concerning existing conditions.
Such information can be used as a guide in formulating policies
and working out plans for development in the immediate future.
The data pertinent to these captions will be simimarized in this sub¬
sequent order below.
!• Review of tlie pertinent Related Literature.
2. Data conoemed with the re^onses of the withdrawal pupils to the
questions.
3. Data concerned with the responses of the parents to the questions.
I4.. Data derived from the interviews held with parents, pupils, and
citizens.
5. Data taken from the official Records in the Superintendent's
Office Tdiich supplemented and authenticitated the other data.
Summary of Related Literat^lre.— A review of the related literature
pertinent to this study revealed that most of the authorities who have
studied the extent and aspects of the drop-out have been concerned with
the prcblem of the "holding-power" of the school and measures to be taken
to increase this "holding-power." In the main, the studies revealed that
drop-outs, as a whole, do not vary in their reasons for withdrawing from
school.
Further, the literature reviewed in this study maybe said to reflect
the following poinbs-of-view as given by these authorities:
1. Dr. Harold J. Dillion in his study "Early School Leavers" relates
that counseling should be started at lower grade levels so that
service will be available when the children's problems begin to
be evident instead of being postponed to some later date udien
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cotinselJLng might be less effective.^
2. Two work conferences on Life Adjustment in Education under the
direction of U« S. Commissioner of Education, Earl J. McGrath
have presented in their findings "Why Do Boys and Gdrls" Drop Out
of School Sind What Can Wh Do About It?" that most schools are
reducing drop-outs by such measures as elimination of hidden
tuition costs, developing flexible promotion practices, experi¬
menting with vocational programs for semi-skilled jobs, and ex¬
tending participation in school activities so that all youth
p
develop a sense of belonging.'^
3. Dr, Francis F. Spaulding, Commissioner of Education, State of
New York, proposed a Readjustment of High School Education Pro¬
gram, This program included the followingj-3
a. There is a need of concerted effort on part of parents, pupils,
and school personnel in order to build a strong pupil retention
attitude,
b. Pupil-teacher relationship should be of the bestj for drop-outs
have pointed out that more personal contact with the teacher
might have encouraged them to remain in school,
c»f Schools do hot serve all the children of all the people,
Na|4biial Chilli,I^or Ccm)m±ttee,/"Early School Leavers," New York 16,Aew Yei^ October, 194^ »■ - * ■
2
U, S. Office of Education, Federal Security Agency, Improving School
Holding Power, Washington, D. C,: Superintendent of Doctments, Govern¬
ment Printing Office, 1950,
3
The Readjustment of High School Education, New York State Department
of Education, Improvement of Holding Power Through A Continuous Study of
Youth in School, Albany, New York: University of State of New York Press,
d. Individual needs of all are identical with societal needs is
false and dangerous.^
e* The school should know whether pupils drop out discouraged
and frustrated or remain in school because of guidance which
is wlh:m!l^ sympathetic to the peculiar needs of all needs of
all youth.
U. "Special Services for the Drop-Out and the Potential Drop-Out,"
a study by Dr, Warren K» Layton^ reveals that adult education,
particularly the evening school program offers valuable service
to drop-outs. This makes possible the completion of hi^ school
education. He, also stressed that there is a need for the de¬
velopment and observational technique to be Used in the elemen¬
tary schools so that it mi^t aid in the identification of the
potential drop-out at an early age,
5, Editor Ralph McGill in the editorial "Why Do They Quit School?"
quotes Dr, Herman L, Shibler, a speaker at the 80 Annual Conven¬
tion of School Administrators, thusly: "This annual huge crop of
•quitting students’ was not merely 'economically wasteful’ but
3
endangered the American Way of Life,"
The Readjusiaaent of Hi^ School Education, New York State Department
of Education, Improvement. of Holding Power Though A Continuous Study of
Youth in School, Albany, New York: University of Sta:te of New York
Press, 19^2.
2
. - , , .- w ^
.
Layton, Warren K., Special Services" Drop-Out and the Poten¬
tial Drop-Out, National Child Labor Committee,' New York, 1952.
3
McGill, Ralph, "Why Do They >Quit School?" The Atlanta Constitution,
?ol. LXXXVI (February, 195U), 213.
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Summary of Findings#— The fixidings which are drawn directly from the
interpretation of data as collected in this study are summarized in the
immediate paragraphs to follow.
1* Distribution of the total enrollment in ten elementary and one
high sdhbol .of Washihgteh County, Georgia, 1952-1955 shows a total of
1808 and U22, respectively. The elementary schools had enrolled 890 or
Il.9*23 per cent .aa^- 91.8 or 50*77 per cent of boys and firls, respectively;
while the high school had enrolled 170 or ij.0.28 per cent and 252 or 59«72
per cent of boys and girls, respectively.
2. There were U20 withdrawal pupils during the 1952-1953 school term.
The grade distribution in the elementary schools showed the highest per
cent of withdrawals in grade 5 with 15 per cent, idiile the lowest per cent
was in grade 1 with 7.86 per cent. The withdrawals in the high school
showed a high of 9.76 per cent in grade 8 and a low of O.ii.8 per cent in
grade 12. According to age, the hipest per cents of withdrawals were in
the age-ranges of l6 and 17 years with 29.314- per cent and 21.7U per cent,
respectively; whereas the lowest ranks were in the age ranges of 12 and
13 years with 2.17 per cent and 7.6l per cent, respectively.
3. The month of January ranked highest with withdrawal pupils number¬
ing 102, of which 56 or 2U.89 per cent and 14.6 or 23,59 per cent were boys
and girls, respectively. January is the "setting" time with the lahd^ .
ji ' .
lords; therefore, the withdrawals are unusually heavy. The month of March
ranks fecond in withdrawal pupils with a tot^ of 71; with 6o or 2lj..69
per cent and 11 or 6.21 per cent are boys and girls respectively. March
is the planting month. The month of September ranks lowest in withdrawal
pupils with 5 or 1.19 per cent. During the month of Januai^, vrLthdrawals
ranked hipest in the elementary school in grade 5 with 20 or 19.61 per cent.
^8
In the high school withdrawals ranked highest during the month of January,
in grade 8 with 16 or 1^.69 per cent,
U* Distribution of the withdrawal pupils who were transferees to
other schools in the system shows the largest number to be in grade 5
with a'total of 21 or 20 per cent, Thet’e were a total of 105 transferees,
5, Economic reason take precedence over all other reasons for with¬
drawal, Twelve reasons were given and that of the economic status of the
family numbered I2I4. or 29,^2 per cent. Two of the five Economic Reasons
for Withdrawal* "Needed Money to Buy Clothes" and "Needed Money for Food"
ranked second with 30 or 2l4.,19 per cent, "Needed Money to Help Support
the Family" ranked third with 2$ or 20,16 per cent. The size of the
family appears to have little affect on making the economic condition of
the family better or worse,
6, Only I3U of the withdrawal pupils discussed their school-leaving
with teachers. Pupils in grade 6 ranked highest with 20 or lij.*93 per cent,
while the pupils of grades 8, and 3> ranked second with 15 or 11,19
per cent each,
7, Three hxmdred and fifty-four of the withdrawal pupils actively
participated in nineteen school activities. Assembly programs claimed
the largest number of participants with 60 or l6,9l4. per cent of the 35U
pupils,
8, Withdrawal pupils who actively participated in 8 community activi¬
ties were 265 in number. The largest number, of paJ^icipants in any one
activity was 100 or 37,73 per cent of the withdrawal pupils who partici¬
pated in Sunday School Activities, It is also to be noted that two other
auxilaries of the church, Epworth League and Baptist Training Union ranked
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second and third with lt.0 or 15*10 per cent and 3^ or 13*21 per cent, re¬
spectively, of the withdrawal pupils who were participants therein*
9* There were a total of 280 withdrawal pupils who expressed a
”L±ttng-®sr- School^^^eriSsflce^,'’ The reasons fqr fdr School Ex¬
perienced ranked' as folloWsi Assembly Programs ranked highest as in¬
dicated by 50 or 17.88 per centj the Activity Period and Participating
in Plays ranked low^est as indicated by 10 or 3*57 per cent each of the
respondents*
10. Reasons for "Disliking for School Experiences” was expressed by
173 of the withdrawal pupils. Irregular Attendance which was indicated
by 1|0 or 23*12 per cent of the withdrawal pupils ranked highest among the
reasons expressed for "Disliking School Experiences."
11. A review of the Domiciliary Status of the parents of the with¬
drawals shows that the majoidty of the parents were sharecroppers. The
sharecroppers represents 150 or 1^2*86 per cent of the 350 parents. The
renters and the home-owners followed with 110 or 31.U2 per cent and 90
or 25*72 per cent, respectively,
12. There were 92 pupils whose withdrawal was due to non-promotion.
Fifteen or 16,3U per cent of these 92 pupils were located in grade 5*
13* Distribution of the "Social Distance" of the U20 withdrawal
pupils ranged from a high of 125 or 29.73 per cent for "Getting Along
with Teacher" to a low of 25 or 5,95 per cent for "Not Getting Along
with Teacher*"
l!i* The responses of the U20 withdrawal pupils to questions of basic
issues and attitudes revealed that the attitude "Pupils Who Liked School"
ranked highest with 200 or U7.61 per cent of the withdrawal pupils; 80
or 19*05 per cent ranked second with the attitude, "Would Have Remained
6o
in School if Given Part-time Work."
15 • Distribution of the ninnber of schools attended by the withdrawal
pupils falls into three groups—one school, two schools, and three
schools. Pupils who had attended only one school ranked hipest with 2$Q
or 59*52 per cent of the withdrawal pupils who had attended one or more
schools,
16. The distribution of responses of parents of the withdrawal pupils
to questions of attitudes which had probable influence on their children's
withdrawal from school is represented by seven types of responses. The
response ranks from a high of 100 or 28,57 per cent for the attitude,
"Did Your Best to Keep Tour Child in School," to a low of 9 or 2,57 per
cent for the attitude "Tour Non-Interest in the School's Program."
17. Reasons expressed by parents of withdrawal pupils for their non-
attendance are thirteen in number. The reasons ranked from a high of 65
or 18,5U per cent for both "Needed Money for Clothes" and "To Help at
Home" to a low of 15 or U«28 per cent for both "Was Not Interested in
School Work" and "Grandparent Kept Child at Home for Fear Child Would
be Harmed,"
18. Types of advice given to the parents by the teachers or Principal
fell into seven groups. The type "Frequent Visits and Conferences to and
with[ Parents "Withdrawal Pupils who ^pear Indifferent" and "Would
Offer more Opportunity for Slow Learners for Individual Instruction" both
represented the hi^ of, 75 or 21,i4.p; per cent, while the low was repre¬
sented by 10 or 2,89 per cent for the type-"Advised Parents to Seek Part-
time Employment for Pupils,"
Conclusions,— The conclusions of this study as based on findings are
as follows:
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1, It would appear that in the schools of Washington County, Georgia
that thei*e is a tendency for the pupils to withdraw from school
in the largest number during their fifth grade esqjerience*
2* The data would seem to warrant the cbncliision that there is ex¬
cellent ’'holding-power” maintained by the Negro Schools of Wash-
iilgtbn County, Georgia because the majority of the drop-outs occur
at the age of i6 which is the point at which compulsory school
attendance is mandatory,
3, The data warrant the conclusion that the index of withdrawal or
drop-out increases as pupils progress through the grades in the
Negro Schools of Washington Coimty, Georgia,
i;. The data would appear to warrant the conclusion that the with¬
drawal or drop-out of pupils is a fxinction of the socio-economic
pattern of Washington County, Georgia, wherei® the assignment of
tenants, the planting of crops and the harvesting of crops mark
the majority of pupil withdrawals from schoolsj for this majority
of withdrawals occur in the months of January and March,
5* It wo\ild appear that the socio-economic pattern of an agricultural
economy tends to encourage a larger percentage of drop-outs among
boy pupils than girl pupils; for in Washington County, Georgia the
girls out number the boys in enrollment, but the boys f& out num¬
ber the girls in the percentage of withdrawals frcaa school,
6, It would ^pear that the church holds the predominant'interest for
youth and adults in an agricultural economy as manifested by the
fact that in Washington County Schools, children and youth parti¬
cipate more widely in religious activities than in any other type
of activity.
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7. The data -would seem to ■warrant the conclusion that in spite of
universally free and coii5)ulsory education of children and youth,
that economic straits are the predominant reasons for pupil -FTith-
draw^ ip tho public schoojls of Washington County, Georgia. , .
8* %he perstlaiiof relatdi^ literature, it may be concluded that
drop-outs as a -whole do not vary in their reasons for withdrawing
from school.
Implications,The implications resulting from this study are as
follows*
1, The data would seem to emphasize the implication that there is a
very serious need for redirection of the educational thinking in
the State of Georgia, in general; and in Washington Coxinty, Georgia,
in particular, to focus attention on the acceptance ani in5>lementa-
tion of the principle that economic stresses shall not be accepted
as a basis for children and youth not attending school regularly,
2, Again, there is the implication that in an agricultural economy
and a social pattern as characteristic of the Southland, that there
is need for educators to seriously consider the possibilities of
re-scheduling the school day in order to pro-vide a reasonable
segment of time for the part-time eH5)lojment of school pupils at
the end of the. day.
Recommendations,— The following recommendations are made as a result
of the findings of this study*
1, That counseling services begin early in the elementary grades in
order to prevent and/or diminish pupil withdrawals for those rea¬
sons which have the least justifications in fact and circumstance.
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2, That all teachers shoxild be alerted to the need for and value of
a better teacher-pupil relationship as it may function in in¬
tensifying the "holding-power" of the school*
,3* That Wider participation in school activities on the part of all
students be emphasized for its value in the "holding-power" of
school; for the data in this research revealed the fact that
withdrawal pupils for the most part were students who had limited
participation in school activities*
U* That emphasis be placed upon developing more enriching and vital¬
izing learning experiences and teaching techniques in the teach¬
ing-learning situation to the end that school children and youth
shall find their school careers an interesting and challenging
event, thereby minimizing the possibilities for drop-outs because
of non-promotion and uninteresting school experience*
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Answer the following statements ”YES" or ”N0.”
1« Did you like school? Yes
No
2, Do yoTor parents approve of your being out of school? Yes
No
_
3« Are your parents living together? Yes
No
k» Are your parents en^loyed? Yes
No
5* Are you employed? Yes
No
6, Are you married? Yes
No
7. Did you quit school to marry? Yes
No
8* Are you physically unable to attend School? Yes
No
9« Did you talk with your teacher about leaving school? Yes
, - , ,. . ' No
_
10. Did you get along Yith teachers? Yes
. , - ; No , - ' ; V
ll* Did you get along with classmates? Yes
No




13. Did you take part in school activities outside of your classroom?
Yes
No
lij.. Were 3X>u passing in ;^ur school sjib4,ects when ypu stopped school?
Yes
No
15. Did you dislike any of your school subjects? Yes
No
16. Would you have remained in school if you had been given the opportunity
of working part-time and going to school part-time? Yes
No
17. What was your reason for not continuing in school?
18. What did you like most about your school experience?
19. What did you dislike most about your school experience?
20. How many different schools did you attend the last year you were in
school?





1. Name of parent or guardian;
2, Occupationt
3« Are yon a home owner, renter, or share cropper? (Underline one of the
three*)
U. Number of children of school age;
5* Did your children attend school last year? Yes
No
6. If not, in the statements below, check the one that seems most im¬
portant in causing them to leave school*
a* Disliked a certain teacher
b« I3J. health
c* Friends had left school
^d. Could not learn in school and was discouraged
e* Wanted spending money
f, Needed money for clothes and to help at home
g* Was not interested in school work
h* Was failing and did not want to repeat the same grade
i* Ottier reasons (List)
7* Does your child like school? Yes
No
8. Are you interested in the school's program? Yes ;
No
9, Did you do your best to keep your child in school? Yes
No
10* What would have encouraged your child to remain in school?
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11, Did you talk over your child's leaving school mth the teacher or
principal? Yes
No
12, ITiat advice did the teacher or principal give you concerning your
child's leaving school?
